
 
 

qÜÉ=bÑÑÉÅíáîÉåÉëë=çÑ=fããçÄáäáëÉêë=áå=mêÉîÉåíáåÖ=jçíçê=sÉÜáÅäÉ=qÜÉÑí=áå=^ìëíê~äá~=

 

The effectiveness of immobilisers in preventing vehicle theft in Australia 

 
CARS Brief Report           April 2007
                    

 
 

få=OMMNI=mçííÉê=~åÇ=qÜçã~ë=Éî~äì~íÉÇ= íÜÉ=ÉÑÑÉÅíáîÉåÉëë=çÑ= áããçÄáäáëÉêë= áå=éêÉîÉåíáåÖ=ãçíçê= îÉÜáÅäÉ= íÜÉÑíë= áå=
^ìëíê~äá~= Äó= Åçãé~êáåÖ= íÜÉÑí= ê~íÉë= çÑ= îÉÜáÅäÉë= ïáíÜ= ÇáÑÑÉêÉåí= íóéÉë= çÑ= áããçÄáäáëÉêëK= qÜÉ= é~éÉê= ÅçåëáÇÉêÉÇ=
tÉëíÉêå=^ìëíê~äá~= Et^F= ëÉé~ê~íÉäó= íç= íÜÉ= êÉëí=çÑ=^ìëíê~äá~=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ= äÉÖáëä~íáçå= êÉèìáêáåÖ= áããçÄáäáëÉê= ÑáíãÉåí=çå=
ÅÜ~åÖÉ=çÑ=îÉÜáÅäÉ=çïåÉêëÜáé=ï~ë=áå=éä~ÅÉ=áå=íÜ~í=pí~íÉI=Äìí=åç=ëìÅÜ=ëÅÜÉãÉ=ÉñáëíÉÇ=Ñçê=íÜÉ=êÉëí=çÑ=íÜÉ=ÅçìåíêóK=
cçê=^ìëíê~äá~= EÉñÅäìÇáåÖ=t^FI=mçííÉê= ~åÇ=qÜçã~ë= EOMMNF= ÑçìåÇ= íÜ~í=é~ëëÉåÖÉê= ~åÇ= äáÖÜí= ÅçããÉêÅá~ä= îÉÜáÅäÉë=
ïáíÜ=^ìëíê~äá~å=pí~åÇ~êÇ=E^pF= áããçÄáäáëÉêë=Ü~Ç=Ñ~ê= äçïÉê=íÜÉÑí= ê~íÉë= EOVKN=éÉê=NMIMMM=êÉÖáëíê~íáçåëF= íÜ~å=íÜçëÉ=
ïáíÜ=åçåJ^p=áããçÄáäáëÉêë=ERRKRF=~åÇ=íÜçëÉ=ïáíÜ=åç=áããçÄáäáëÉê=ENQMKNFK=cçê=îÉÜáÅäÉë=~ÖÉÇ=äÉëë=íÜ~å=NM=óÉ~êë=íÜÉ=
ê~íÉë=ïÉêÉ=OVKM=éÉê=NMIMMM=Ñçê=îÉÜáÅäÉë=ïáíÜ=^p=áããçÄáäáëÉêëI=ROKU=Ñçê=åçåJ^p=áããçÄáäáëÉêë=~åÇ=QTKU=Ñçê=íÜçëÉ=
ïáíÜ=åç=áããçÄáäáëÉêK==
=
páåÅÉ= íÜ~í= íáãÉI= áããçÄáäáëÉêë= Ü~îÉ=ÄÉÅçãÉ=~= Åçãéìäëçêó= ÑÉ~íìêÉ= çå= ~ää= åÉï=Å~êë= ëçäÇ= áå=^ìëíê~äá~= EÑêçã=gìäó=
OMMNFK=qÜáë=ÄêáÉÑ=êÉéçêí=êÉéäáÅ~íÉë=íÜÉ=OMMN=ëíìÇó=ìëáåÖ=éçäáÅÉ=Ç~í~=Ñêçã=~ää=ëí~íÉë=~åÇ=íÉêêáíçêáÉë=çÑ=^ìëíê~äá~=Ñçê=
íÜÉ=Å~äÉåÇ~ê=óÉ~ê=OMMS=~åÇ=~=ëå~éëÜçí=çÑ=êÉÖáëíê~íáçå=Ç~í~=Ñêçã=~ää= àìêáëÇáÅíáçåë=~í=PMíÜ=gìåÉ=OMMSK=qÜáë=ëíìÇó=
í~âÉë=áåíç=~ÅÅçìåí=~ÑíÉêJã~êâÉí=áããçÄáäáëÉêë=ÑáííÉÇ=ìåÇÉê=íÜÉ=Åçãéìäëçêó=tÉëíÉêå=^ìëíê~äá~å=ëÅÜÉãÉI=Äìí=ÇçÉë=
åçí=í~âÉ=áåíç=~ÅÅçìåí=~åó=çíÜÉê=~ÑíÉêJã~êâÉí=áããçÄáäáëÉêëK=fí=ëÜçìäÇ=ÄÉ=åçíÉÇ=íÜ~í=ÇìÉ=íç=ëçãÉ=ãÉíÜçÇçäçÖáÅ~ä=
ÇáÑÑÉêÉåÅÉëI=íÜÉÑí=ê~íÉë=éêÉëÉåíÉÇ=ÜÉêÉ=~êÉ=åçí=ÇáêÉÅíäó=Åçãé~ê~ÄäÉ=íç=íÜçëÉ=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=É~êäáÉê=ëíìÇóK==

F I N D I N G S

 _ÉíïÉÉå=OMMM=~åÇ=OMMSI=êÉÖáëíê~íáçåë=çÑ=é~ëëÉåÖÉê=~åÇ=äáÖÜí=ÅçããÉêÅá~ä=îÉÜáÅäÉë=áå=^ìëíê~äá~=áåÅêÉ~ëÉÇ=Äó=
OOB=Ñêçã=NMKU=ãáääáçå=íç=NPKO=ãáääáçåK=^p=áããçÄáäáëÉÇ=îÉÜáÅäÉë=áåÅêÉ~ëÉÇ=Ñêçã=NQB=çÑ=êÉÖáëíê~íáçåë=áå=OMMM=íç=
RNB=áå=OMMSK==

 aìêáåÖ= íÜáë=éÉêáçÇI=é~ëëÉåÖÉê=~åÇ= äáÖÜí=ÅçããÉêÅá~ä= îÉÜáÅäÉ= íÜÉÑíë=ÇêçééÉÇ=Äó=RMB=Ñêçã=NOTINQN= íÜÉÑíë= áå=
OMMM=íç=SQIMRM=áå=OMMSK==

 q~ÄäÉ=N=ëÜçïë=~=ëíêçåÖ=éêçíÉÅíáîÉ=ÉÑÑÉÅí=Ñçê=îÉÜáÅäÉë=ÑáííÉÇ=ïáíÜ=~å=^p=áããçÄáäáëÉê=~ãçåÖ=îÉÜáÅäÉë=ëíçäÉå=áå=
^ìëíê~äá~= áå=OMMSK=sÉÜáÅäÉë= ÑáííÉÇ=ïáíÜ=^p= áããçÄáäáëÉêë=~ÅÅçìåíÉÇ= Ñçê=RNB=çÑ= êÉÖáëíê~íáçåë=Äìí=çåäó=OPB=çÑ=
íÜÉÑíëK= qÜÉëÉ= îÉÜáÅäÉë= ~äëç= ëÜçïÉÇ= íÜÉ= äçïÉëí= íÜÉÑí= ê~íÉ= Äó= Ñ~êX= ONKU= íÜÉÑíë= éÉê= NMIMMM= êÉÖáëíê~íáçåëI=
Åçãé~êÉÇ=íç=QPKM=Ñçê=îÉÜáÅäÉë=ïáíÜ=~=åçåJ^p=áããçÄáäáëÉêI=~åÇ=UPKM=Ñçê=îÉÜáÅäÉë=ïáíÜ=åç=áããçÄáäáëÉêK==

 ^ãçåÖ=îÉÜáÅäÉë=~ÖÉÇ= äÉëë= íÜ~å=NM= óÉ~êëI=^p= áããçÄáäáëÉÇ= îÉÜáÅäÉë=ëÜçïÉÇ= íÜÉ= äçïÉëí= íÜÉÑí= ê~íÉ= EOMKR=éÉê=
NMIMMM=êÉÖáëíê~íáçåëI=Äìí=íÜÉ=çÄëÉêîÉÇ=éêçíÉÅíáîÉ=ÉÑÑÉÅí=ï~ë=åçí=~ë=ëíêçåÖ=~ë=~ãçåÖ=~ää=îÉÜáÅäÉëK==

 båÖáåÉ= áããçÄáäáëÉêë= Ü~îÉ= ÅçåíêáÄìíÉÇ= íç= íÜÉ= ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åí= êÉÇìÅíáçå= áå= îÉÜáÅäÉ= íÜÉÑí= íÜ~í= Ü~ë= çÅÅìêêÉÇ= ëáåÅÉ=
OMMMK=líÜÉê=Ñ~Åíçêë=åçí=çìíäáåÉÇ=ÜÉêÉ=Ü~îÉ=~äëç=éä~óÉÇ=~=êçäÉ=áå=äçïÉêáåÖ=íÜÉÑí=åìãÄÉêëK==

=

Table 1: Thefts and registrations by immobiliser presence, passenger/light commercial vehicles, Australia, 2006 
 

 Vehicles manufactured in all years Vehicles manufactured less than 10 years ago 

 
% of thefts 

N = 64,050 

% of fleet 

N = 13,167,554 

Theft rate per 

10,000 registered 

% of thefts 

N = 16,657 

% of fleet 

N = 7,388,033 

Theft rate per 

10,000 registered 

Immobilised - AS 22.9 51.1 21.8 75.9 83.6 20.5 

Immobilised - Non AS 6.8 7.7 43.0 6.5 4.2 34.8 

No Immobiliser Fitted 70.3 41.2 83.0 17.6 12.2 32.5 

Total 100.0 100.0 48.6 100.0 100.0 22.5 
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